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President’s Message 
 
 
Hello fellow AITPM members, 
Due to three colliding forces of nature I find 
myself writing this month’s message from home 
– today, I am still getting over a persistent virus 
that seemed to set in just after returning from 
Singapore a couple of weeks ago, which my 
diabetes won’t let me get away with too easily 
(no Kermit the Frog swine flu jokes please).  
Combine this with a very wet day in Brisbane – 
in fact the wettest for 20 years (how can we 
complain, except for flash flooding?).  And in 
Queensland today is a state school teachers’ 
strike, so one half of our brood is over watching 
TV. 
Family snapshots aside, the biggest news for 
our industry of late is the $8.5 billion 
announced in the Federal Budget for transport 
infrastructure projects; many “shovel ready”, 
but some – and fortunate for our profession – 
desktop ready.  This newsletter provides 
nationwide coverage on the transport 
infrastructure aspects of the Federal Budget.  
We’ll need a bit more time to carefully look at 
the ensuing State Budgets’ announcements.  
Regarding the federal budget announcements, 
I am pleased to see serious attention being 
paid to upgrading the M1 system – I hope to 
see a motorway standard facility connecting 
Adelaide to at least Rockhampton in my lifetime.  
But some other important roads are of course 
missing out in this particular budget.  Various 
levels of commitment are being made to urban 
passenger rail – some project significant while 
others planning significant.  Enhancement of 
suburban rail is important across the capitals 
and Australia’s medium sized cities such as the 
Gold Coast and Newcastle.  Not much on road 
safety initiatives jumped out at me, but I believe 
it is implied in the large road projects and in 
some of the detail elsewhere.  I do believe it’s 
about time a ‘Vision Zero’ style policy is 
adopted at the National level, since any death 
is unacceptable on the road, just as it is in any 
other workplace. 
So, overall some good news on building 
transport infrastructure to keep the economy 
purring during this recession, and strongly 
supporting it during future boom times.  The 
other edge to the sword, of course, is that we 
tax payers will be paying a considerable 
amount for borrowings for these projects over a 
long period of time.   
I close again in reminding everyone again that 
AITPM’s flagship event, the 2009 AITPM 
National Conference, Traffic Beyond Tomorrow, 
is being held in Adelaide from 5 to 7 August.  
www.aitpm.com has all of the details about how 
to register, sponsor a booth, session, etc.  
Best regards all, 
 
 
Jon Bunker 
